Milk River: Early Spring by Andrus, Emma
The Oval 
Volume 6 Issue 1 Article 3 
2013 
Milk River: Early Spring 
Emma Andrus 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/oval 
 Part of the Creative Writing Commons 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
Andrus, Emma (2013) "Milk River: Early Spring," The Oval: Vol. 6 : Iss. 1 , Article 3. 
Available at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/oval/vol6/iss1/3 
This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in The Oval by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more 
information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
11
emma andrus
Milk River: Early Spring
droplets hesitate
quivering
fall
bead slick between shoulder blades 
slide, meander
trace the map of  a river 
across my back.
cottonwoods in spring 
smell
inexplicably
of  lamb formula.
tufts of  cotton
newly shorn from branches 
float lazily
land
rippling into
the glassy surface
of  slow, brown water.
miles away,
dreaming the smell of  lamb formula, 
sweat pools feverish
and I am lonely
for the banks of  the Milk River 
early spring.
I carry my love in memories 
sketched across my back.
